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Farm markets
sprouting all
around city

BY RACHEL STERN
THE NEWS BULLETIN

F
armers’ markets
are growing all over 
Nanaimo this spring.

Two additional
markets are taking root 

at Bowen Road and Nanaimo
North Town Centre, both
launching in May.

They join existing markets in
downtown, Cedar and Gabriola
Island. Malaspina University-
College is considering yet
another. With several operations
vying for farmers’ goods and 
consumers, organizers remain
confident there are enough of
both to go around.

“Absolutely,” said Dirk Becker,
who farms in Lantzville and
organized a successful Farmer’s
Showcase last fall that grew into
the regular market starting later 
this spring.

Fay Laing, general manager 
of  Nanaimo North Town Centre, 
agrees while Dolores Gottenberg,
treasurer of  the B.C. Association
Farmers’ Markets, said that will
be determined this summer, once

all five markets get going.
Margaret Atkinson, president

of the Nanaimo Downtown
Farmers’ Market, said as long
as there are enough farmers
to support all the markets, it’s 
viable and gives more choices to 
consumers.

Jennifer Keir, Malaspina
University-College farmers’ 
market coordinator, said the
school’s market is a work in 
progress and would depend on
what happens with the others 
starting in Nanaimo.

Laing said North Town Centre 
started its own market because
management was looking to offer 
consumers local produce and
vendors indicated they lacked 
choices for selling their products 
within the city.

“Now vendors have choices and
options to get produce and value-
added products into the market,”
said Laing. “We didn’t want to 
saturate or dilute the efforts of
other people in Nanaimo. We
identified it as a need and felt it
was something we could make a
contribution to.”

Becker, Laing and Gottenberg
said people are looking for
local, healthy produce, and
are becoming more aware of  
food choices and reducing 
environmental impacts.

ILOCAL PRODUCERS
will have at least five
markets this year. 

CHRIS BUSH/THE NEWS BULLETIN

Dirk Becker is a passionate advocate of growing high quality local food. He’s also the driving force behind the
creation of a new farmers’ market on Bowen Road that will start operating in May.◆ See ‘MORE MARKETS’‘ /2
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Woodgrove
Centre 390-2444

The NEW Spicy
Baconator.™

Six strips of hickory smoked bacon piled high atop two 1/4 lb.*
patties of fresh, never frozen, beef. Complete with two slices of 
Pepper Jack Cheese, Chipotle Ranch Sauce and Jalapeno Pepper 
slices for a mountain of mouth-watering taste. Go on, obsess a little.For a limited time only.

Bacon you love, with a kick!
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